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Introduction 

RESOURCE OVERVIEW

This God’s World resource will have two sections 

that complement one another.

Section 1

Two activities help your family understand the 

state of today’s world in light of Jesus’ command 

to make disciples of all nations. Explore two criti-

cal concepts: 

•	 What is a people group? 

•	 What is the difference between reached 

and unreached people groups? 

Section 2

Short activities help your family explore five belief 

systems embraced by unreached peoples: Tribal 

(animist), Hindu, Unreligious (atheist), Muslim, and 

Buddhist. Then step into the daily lives of children 

from each belief system, learn about their culture, 

and pray in specific ways for their needs. Resources 

include:

•	 map coloring activities

•	 15 cultural stories and coloring sheets

•	 15 prayer cards 

•	 celebration stories of unreached peoples 

who have come to Jesus

•	 study activities for older children

•	 world map 

TESTING

You will be testing five activities from Section 2. 

These activities will introduce your family to the 

following five belief systems held by people who 

do not have access to the good news of Jesus 

-- Tribal (animistic), Hindu, Unreligious (atheist), 

Muslim, and Buddhist. Each activity has three 

components:

•	 Activity to do with your children to learn 

about one facet of the world view.

•	 Story of a child whose family embraces 

this world view for you to read with your 

children, along with prayer prompts.

•	 Coloring sheet that matches the story.

God’s desire and plan is to receive worship from 

people in every culture on the planet. God prom-

ises that one day, people from every culture will 

worship before His throne in heaven. “After this I 

looked, and there before me was a great multi-

tude that no one could count, from every nation, 

tribe, people and language, standing before the 

throne and in front of the Lamb …” (Revelation 

7:9). Currently, about one third of the world 

cannot worship Jesus because they have never 

heard of Him. 

 

This resource provides simple ways for you to 

expand your children’s view of the world that God 

loves by giving them a glimpse into cultures that 

have no access to the transforming gospel of 

Jesus. Activities will help your family learn:

•	 Who these peoples are and where  

they live

•	 What their daily lives are like

•	 What they currently believe and how this 

differs from the truth of God’s Word

This resource also gives your family a strategic 

way to partner with God through intercession. 

Why is cultivating a habit of intercession in your 

children important? First, by praying for those 

who do not have any way of learning about 

Jesus, you join with God in His eternal mission: 

making Himself known among all the nations of 

the earth. 

Secondly, through intercession, you help God’s 

kingdom advance into new areas where Christ 

is not known. Jesus said, “... The harvest is plen-

tiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 

harvest field.” (Matthew 9:37-38) Less than 10 

percent of global workers (missionaries who serve 

cross-culturally) serve in areas where people have 

no access to the gospel. In some cases there are 

one or two workers per one million people. Only 

two percent of money given towards missions is 

used for global work among the unreached. By 

praying for more workers and resources to go to 

these areas, your family becomes a blessing to 

those currently without access to the gospel. 
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TRIBAL

BACKGROUND

Tribal peoples often live in geographically isolated areas like islands, rainforests, deserts, or mountains. 

Many groups have traditions and languages that are distinct from the predominant cultures around them. 

Animism, the belief in powerful spirit beings in nature who rule over the earth, is core to a tribal world 

view. Depending on where tribal groups live, their religious beliefs may be called traditional, ethnic, indig-

enous, or folk religions. Millions of tribal people have never had the opportunity to hear about Jesus.

BIBLE HISTORY

Tribal beliefs and practices have existed since Old Testament times. God warned the Israelites against 

adopting the tribal practices of the Canaanites. (Deuteronomy 12, 18)

UNREACHED PEOPLES

Countries that have 

unreached* tribal 

people groups with 

huge populations

Country Unreached Tribals

China 123 million

Vietnam 5 million
  

Taiwan 4 million

Mongolia 2 million

Niger 754,000

*No indigenous community of believing Christians (less than 2 percent) with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize this people group 

(information provided by Joshua Project).
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TRIBAL
CONCEPT 1

Help children understand the difference 

between a distant unknowable creator and 

God, an intimate Creator who desires a rela-

tionship with all peoples.

PARENT INFORMATION

Tribal groups believe that at the beginning of the world, a supreme being created the earth and the 

people who inhabit it. Afterwards, this creator separated himself and has remained distant from the 

things he made. The supreme being shows no interest in the everyday lives of human beings. The peo-

ple on earth cannot know this distant creator in a personal way.

Scripture to Read: Luke 12:6-7

FAMILY ACTIVITY

During a time when you are outdoors this week, look for and point out birds together as a family. As you 

do, talk about how tribal people believe in a supreme being that created the world but has no interest 

in their lives. Contrast this with what our God is like and how He is interested in everything that hap-

pens in our lives. Ask your children about recent events in your family’s life where you saw God helping 

your family. Share Luke 12:6-7 with your children and talk about the character of God reflected in these 

verses. Emphasize how God created and loves tribal families, too. He knows everything about them. Pray 

that tribal families would know that He is not a far-away creator, but a loving Heavenly Father.
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Welcome to my village in the world’s largest 

rainforest! My people have nicknames that 

match our unique features. You can call me 

“Watching Eyes.”

We construct our own homes from leaves, tree 

branches, and vines from the nearby jungle. 

My family’s hut is connected to all the others, 

forming a large round structure with an opening 

in the middle called a shabono (shah-buh-noh). 

Our homes open onto a large central area used 

for celebrating feasts, playing games, and per-

forming ceremonies. Outside our hut is a special 

area where Mom and my sisters prepare food 

and cook over a fire. This same fire keeps us 

warm at night as we sleep in our hammocks.

This morning, I saw Father and some men 

heading into the jungle armed with spears, 

bows, and arrows. Their hunting party will 

search for monkeys, wild pigs, or birds. May-

be we will have meat for dinner. Mother and 

the other women are collecting firewood and 

fetching water from a nearby stream. My sisters 

tend the garden where we grow plantains and 

cassava. Plantains look like bananas and cassava roots look like potatoes. When it gets hot, my sisters 

head for a shady area where the older women are teaching them to weave baskets from tree bark and 

vines. They will dye the baskets with red berry juice and use charcoal to add designs.

My friends and I grab our bows and arrows and head for a clearing. Our fathers made us special blunt-

tipped arrows so we don’t get hurt. One day we will hunt with the men, but for now we practice our 

aim and learn how to dodge arrows shot towards us. We also look for animal footprints because track-

ing is an important part of hunting. As the sun begins to set, we head for home. We don’t like being in 

the jungle after dark because we are afraid of spirits living in the trees, plants, and animals. We believe 

these spirits have the power to harm or help us. I’m glad to see the light of the cook fires and smell the 

aroma of meat.

PRAY

•	 Pray that God will free the Yanomamo from the fear of spirits that grips them and replace 

their fear with hope. 

•	 Pray that the Yanomamo people, who live so close to God’s creation in the rainforest, will 

come to know God as both Creator and Savior.

Follow-up Activity: 
Yanomamo

Meet a tribal boy who lives in the Amazon rainforest of South America. Pray for children 
like him to come to know Jesus.

Come with me into the lush 

rainforests and mountains of 

Venezuela where the Yanoma-

mo (yah-noh-mahm-oh) live. 

Just like their ancestors, fami-

lies here farm, fish, and hunt as 

a way of life. People believe that 

powerful spirits live in rocks, 

trees, and even animals. A few 

of the Yanomamo know and fol-

low Jesus, but most have never 

heard of Him. See the boy peek-

ing through the trees? Do you 

want to find out his name...
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The Yanomamo love to celebrate! They decorate their bodies  
with feathers and flowers before they eat, dance, and sing.

Yanomamo (yah-noh-mahm-oh) 
of Venezuela
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HINDU

BACKGROUND

Hinduism has no known founder. This religion began around 1500 BC near the Indus River in India. 

Hindus worship many manifestations of an impersonal god who they believe is present everywhere in 

the universe. They pray to idols both in temples and at home shrines. Hindus believe in reincarnation, 

a repeating cycle of rebirth on the earth that is directly impacted by their own actions. Hindus work 

hard to escape this endless cycle and find peace. Millions of Hindus have never had the opportunity to 

hear about Jesus.

BIBLE HISTORY

When Hinduism began, God’s people were enslaved in Egypt and their future leader, Moses, was grow-

ing up in Pharaoh’s household. 

UNREACHED PEOPLES

Countries that have 

unreached* Hindu 

people groups with 

huge populations

Country Unreached Hindus

India 958 million

Nepal 18 million
  

Bangladesh 9 million

Sri Lanka 7 million

Indonesia 4 million

*No indigenous community of believing Christians (less than 2 percent) with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize this people group 

(information provided by Joshua Project).
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HINDU
CONCEPT 1

Help children contrast the Hindu

 belief in many forms of god and the 

belief in one God who is all in all.

PARENT INFORMATION

Hindus believe in many gods and goddesses who are different forms of one supreme god. Each god 

has its own characteristics. Some gods create, protect, and bring good luck, while others destroy. 

Because Hindus do not believe that they can know the supreme being in a personal way, they often 

choose one of these other forms of god to worship. This becomes their personal god to whom they 

pray. Some Hindus may even believe that Jesus is one god among the many others.  

Scripture to Read: Deuteronomy 6:4

FAMILY ACTIVITY

Present a cup of beans or lentils that are all the same color, except for one that you have colored. As 

you look at the cup with your family, explain that Hindus believe in many forms of God, and that they 

may even think that the true God is just one among many. Have your child pick out the bean that is 

different, and share how the true God is different. Read Deuteronomy 6:4 and share that God is one. 

He is everything we need and we can know Him personally. Explain that God loves Hindus and wants 

them to know that He is one, and that they can have a relationship with Him. Invite your children to 

take turns holding the colored bean and pray that Hindus would come to know the one true God.  
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Hi, my name is Gupta (goop-tah). Welcome to 

Hyderabad (high-druh-bahd) in southeast India. 

Only boys from the highest castes can partic-

ipate in this Ceremony of the Sacred Thread. 

Fortunately, I come from a family of Brahmins, 

the highest ranking and most respected group in 

India. Down through history, Brahmins were advi-

sors to the king. Today, we have the best, highest 

paying jobs. My father is a doctor and Mother is 

a scholar of our ancient Sanskrit language. Hindu 

priests, our religious leaders, are all Brahmins.

This morning I woke up early. I took a bath and 

put on the new clothes that Mother laid out for 

this special occasion. After breakfast, Father and 

I stood in front of the small statue of our house 

god, praying and offering a sacrifice of rice. Then 

we walked here to this neighborhood temple. 

Mother stayed home to prepare food for the cele-

bration following this ceremony. We are expecting 

many guests.

But right now, I sit on this mat, legs crossed, eyes closed, heart racing in anticipation. Father sits on my 

left. On my right is a guru. This teacher leans close and whispers a Hindu chant into my ear. When I 

open my eyes, Father loops a white, cotton string around my chest and back like a sash and straightens 

it across my left shoulder. Like other Brahmin men, I will wear this white string for the rest of my life. 

It symbolizes my desire to be wise, strong, and honorable in my family and community. The braided 

string has three strands, reminding me to be pure in three ways – in my thinking, words, and behavior.

Father smiles. “My son, today, you have become a man.” Other men surround me saying, “Gupta is 

twice-born.” I was first born as a baby, but now I am old enough to begin my spiritual life. I will learn 

how to come closer to God by being good, studying Hindu scriptures, and following the ways of my 

religion.

Come to my home now for a big celebration. You will enjoy my mother’s cooking – spicy, vegetable 

curry and rice along with mango chutney to cool your tongue. Many guests will give me money and 

gifts on this special day.

PRAY

•	 Brahmins think becoming Christ-followers will lower their spiritual position and rank in society. Pray 

that they will understand that Jesus offers them eternal life as children of the King of Kings. 

•	 Brahmins believe they are guardians of Hinduism and were created to instruct people in their 

spiritual journey. Pray that God will draw Brahmins to Himself and that they will be used to teach 

many Indian families how to love and follow Jesus.

Follow-up Activity: 
Brahmin

Meet a Hindu boy who lives in India. Pray for children like 
him to come to know Jesus.

Come with me to a temple 

washed in orange candle-

light, where the sweet scent 

of incense fills every corner 

of the room. Many families in 

this part of India do not know 

Jesus. Most practice Hindu-

ism, a religion with millions 

of gods, ancient writings, 

and special ceremonies like 

this one. See that boy sitting 

cross-legged on the mat…
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Brahmin boys participate in a special ceremony that marks their transition to 

adulthood. They receive a white cord to wear that matches the cords worn by 

other men in their community.

Brahmin (brah-min)

of INDIA

Brahmin (brah-min) 
of India

Brahmin boys participate in a special ceremony that marks their transition to 
adulthood. They receive a white cord to wear that matches the cords worn 

by other men in their community.
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UNRELIGIOUS

BACKGROUND

Unreligious peoples, or atheists, do not believe God or other higher spirit beings exist. They rely on 

themselves and other human beings to explain the world and provide for all their needs. In some 

countries, government leaders institute and enforce laws that require citizens to hold unreligious 

beliefs. In these places, people who practice other beliefs face a range of persecution - loss of jobs, 

property, or privileges; fines, imprisonment, and physical harm. Millions of unreligious people have 

never had the opportunity to hear about Jesus.

BIBLE HISTORY

Unreligious beliefs and practices have existed since Old Testament times. God warned the Israelites 

about trusting in wealth, earthly wisdom, kings, armies, and weaponry. (Jeremiah 9:23-24, Isaiah 31:1-3)

UNREACHED PEOPLES

Countries that 

have unreached* 

unreligious people 

groups with huge 

populations

Country Unreached 
Unreligious

North Korea 25 million

China 1 million

 

*No indigenous community of believing Christians (less than 2 percent) with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize this people group 

(information provided by Joshua Project).
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UNRELIGIOUS
CONCEPT 1

Help children understand the difference 

between believing God is not real and believing in the true, 

living God who created everything that we see.

PARENT INFORMATION

Unreligious people, or atheists, do not believe God exists. They see God as someone imaginary that 

people have created in their own minds. Often they believe that depending on God makes a person 

weak or foolish. They use science to explain the existence of all forms of creation.

Scripture to Read: Psalm 53:1, Romans 1:19-21

FAMILY ACTIVITY

Explore nature as a family (in a park, forest, field, etc.) As you walk, identify things God has made and 

talk about how those things prove that He is real. Explain that even though we cannot see God, we 

can learn about Him by observing what He made. Share with your children what the Bible teaches in 

Romans 1:19-21. Discuss what unreligious peoples believe about God and compare that to what your 

family believes to be true. Focus on how God created and loves unreligious families, and how He 

wants them to come to know Him as the true and living God. 

Optional: As you explore creation, take photos of the things you find or later draw pictures of them. 

Hang your photos or drawings by your world map. Throughout the month, pray that unreligious 

people would see God in the things you discovered on your creation walk.
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Hi. I’m Li Bao (lee bow). I live here with my par-
ents and grandmother. Mom works at one of the 
largest tea markets in northern China. Father is an 
engineer. Grandmother looks after me and helps 
with the shopping and cooking.

Each morning, I walk to school with my friends. 
We begin class with jumping, twisting, and 
turning exercises to make us alert and ready to 
learn. We spend the morning studying math and 
learning to read and write Mandarin Chinese. My 
school uses the western alphabet, but Grand-
mother is teaching me the traditional way of 
writing Chinese characters using a special pen 
dipped in ink. Characters look like pictures, but 
they represent words.

Near the end of school, we straighten books and 
supplies, sweep the classroom floor, and tend the 
vegetable garden outside. Each grade is growing 
a different vegetable – ours is eggplant.

On our walk home, my friends and I stop at a fruit 
vendor’s cart for pears, a yummy after-school snack. At home, Grandmother is chopping vegetables 
for dinner. I greet her and begin my homework. I must study hard to get into a special high school for 
students going on to the university. Father says education is the way to a good job and a successful life.

At dinnertime, I join the family around a low, round table. Using chopsticks, we eat zhah jiang mian (jaj 
jiong mee-ehn), a spicy noodle dish with vegetables and ground pork. We are discussing plans for the 
upcoming Moon Festival.

This national holiday falls on the night of a full autumn moon. I am making a paper lantern to carry in 
the children’s lantern parade that night. We invited my aunt and uncle to join us for a picnic dinner at 
a nearby lake where we can see the reflection of the moon sparkling in the water. For dessert, we will 
munch on mooncakes filled with dried fruits, nuts, and red bean paste.

PRAY

•	 Many Han Chinese do not believe God exists. They trust in their own efforts to become suc-

cessful in life. Pray that Han Chinese families will learn about Jesus and trust in Him to meet 

their needs. 

•	 Han believers are often treated harshly for worshipping Jesus in ways that are not approved 

by the Chinese government. Pray for God to give believers strength and courage to live out 

their faith and share Jesus with others.

Follow-up Activity: 
Han 

Meet an unreligious girl who lives in China. Pray for children 
like her to come to know Jesus.

Come with me to a bustling 

city street in Beijing (bay-

zjing). Here, many Han Chi-

nese children grow up with-

out ever hearing the good 

new of Jesus. Their families 

do not believe that God even 

exists. Look up at that tall 

apartment building. Do you 

see the girl who is leaning 

over the railing of the third-

floor balcony...
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Did you know that the Han Chinese invented fireworks, paper, 
and toothbrushes? The Han people have a long history of 

invention and discovery.

Han (hahn) 

of China
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MUSLIM

BACKGROUND

Muslims follow the religion of Islam, founded by Mohammed. Although there are two branches of 

Islam--Sunni and Shi’a--most differences are political rather than religious. All Muslims believe in one 

God, Allah. They try to please Allah and earn their way to heaven through their own efforts, but they 

can never be sure that Allah will accept them. The Quran (kuhr-ahn, Muslim holy book) speaks of 

Jesus as a good teacher and prophet. Millions of Muslims have never had the opportunity to know 

Jesus as God’s own Son and Savior of the world.

BIBLE HISTORY

Islam was founded more than 500 years after Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. By 600 

AD when Islam was just beginning, Christianity had already spread throughout the Roman Empire, 

including western Europe and parts of northern Africa.

UNREACHED PEOPLES

Countries that have 

unreached* Muslim 

people groups with 

huge populations

Country Unreached Muslims

Pakistan 170 million

India 164 million
  

Indonesia 145 million

Bangladesh 140 million

Turkey and Iran 76 million each

 
*No indigenous community of believing Christians (less than 2 percent) with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize this people group 

(information provided by Joshua Project).
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MUSLIM
CONCEPT 2

Help children understand the difference 

between earning our salvation by following 

a set of rules and receiving salvation by 

putting our faith in the work 

Jesus already completed.

PARENT INFORMATION

Muslims try to earn salvation by their own good actions. The five pillars are religious duties that all Mus-

lims, with a few exceptions, are required to perform. Laid out in the Quran (Muslim holy book), these 

pillars form the foundation of Muslim beliefs and practices: 

1.	 Reciting the creed, or Muslim belief statement, “There is no God but Allah and Mohammed is 

his prophet.”

2.	 Praying five times a day at fixed hours using a specific series of body postures and repeated 

phrases. 

3.	 Giving a prescribed percentage of annual income to help the poor.

4.	 Fasting during the holy month of Ramadan (rah-muh-dahn) from sunup to sundown.

5.	 Making a pilgrimage to Mecca (holy city of Islam) once during their lifetime. 

Muslims hope that if they follow these rules, Allah will be pleased and allow them to enter heaven. 

Muslims do not understand that faith in Jesus is the first action we must take to please God. When 

we trust in what Jesus did on the cross, God declares us righteous and gives us a new future with 

Him in heaven.

Scripture to Read: John 6:28-29, Galatians 2:16

 
FAMILY ACTIVITY

Find a day during the week to talk to your children about the five pillars of Islam, focusing on the 

pillar of daily prayer. Muslims follow traditions that guide when they pray, how they prepare to pray, 

and even the words they say. Using a phone or clock, set alarms at five different times during the 

course of your day. When the alarm sounds, stop and pray together as a family for Muslim people 

around the world. Ask your children if your family’s prayer practices that day increased or impact-

ed your salvation. Discuss the differences in serving a God who requires you to earn your salvation 

versus a God who has given you the gift of salvation. As you discuss, reflect on John 6:28-29 and 

Galatians 2:16.   
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Hi! I’m Ahmed (ah-mehd). Welcome to Patna 

(paht-nuh). This large city began as a fort over-

looking the Ganges (gan-jeez) River. As it grew, 

Patna became a famous center of Indian culture 

and learning. Two world religions began here – 

Buddhism and Jainism. Today tourists come from 

all around the world to visit our ancient universi-

ties, temples, and monuments.

My family lives in a small home – eight rooms for 

30 people including aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

The women and older girls clean the house, 

wash our clothes by hand, and prepare food for 

the family. Mom is teaching my older sisters to 

make one of my favorite meals – a thick, spicy 

lentil stew called dal (dahl) served with a platter of 

chapatis (chuh-pah-teez). We use this flatbread to 

scoop up the stew. And for dessert, a special treat 

– unsweetened yogurt.

In school my favorite subject is math. I want to 

be an engineer when I grow up, but Father says 

the men in our family have worked as weavers for 

hundreds of years. When I get older, he will teach 

me how to use his loom to create colorful cloth. 

After school, my friends and I play cricket. Sometimes we pretend to be soldiers stationed at Patna’s 

first fort, fighting off attacks and planning raids on enemy territory. We also love flying homemade kites 

from the rooftop.

Many people in India follow the Hindu religion, but my family is Muslim. On Friday, the holiest day of 

the week, I walk with my father to pray at the mosque (mahsk). We remove our shoes and squat down 

before a row of water pipes. After washing our hands, we rinse our face and hair. Next comes the back 

of our necks, then our arms, and finally, our feet. Muslims believe that being clean when we pray is a 

sign of respect for God. Without this, God will not hear our prayers.

PRAY

•	 The Ansari people believe that God is holy and go to great lengths to be clean before they ap-

proach Him. Pray that Ansari families will come to know Jesus, the only one who can remove 

sin and give them hearts that are acceptable to God. 

•	 Few global workers in northern India are reaching out to Muslims. Pray that God will raise up 

global workers who will take the gospel into Ansari communities.

Follow-up Activity: 
Ansari 

Meet a Muslim boy who lives in India. Pray for children 
like him to come to know Jesus.

Come with me to an ancient 

city in India, home to one of 

the largest Muslim people 

groups in South Asia. The 

Ansari (ahn-sahr-ee) are tra-

ditionally weavers and crafts-

men. They are considered 

low caste by their society. 

Most Ansari children have 

never heard that Jesus loves 

and values them. See the 

group of boys playing cricket 

in the park? The one dressed 

in green is Ahmed...
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Ansari children love to play outside after school. They enjoy sports like cricket and 

construct their own kites to fly.

Ansari (uhn-sah-ree)

of INDIA
Ansari (ahn-sahr-ee) 

of India

Ansari children love to play outside after school. They enjoy sports like cricket 
and construct their own kites to fly.
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BUDDHIST

BACKGROUND

Buddhists follow the teachings of Gautama, a man who lived thousands of years ago in the region of 

modern-day India and Nepal. He founded Buddhism in about 560 BC. Gautama never claimed to be 

a god. His followers viewed him as a wise teacher and called him “Buddha” which means the “en-

lightened one.” Like Hindus, Buddhists believe in reincarnation and karma. The goal of Buddhism is to 

escape multiple lifetimes of suffering and achieve a state of peace called nirvana. Unlike heaven, nir-

vana is a state of nothingness where people cease to exist. In some cultures, Buddhists worship idols. 

In others, Buddhism is mixed with animistic beliefs in spirits. Millions of Buddhists have never had the 

opportunity to hear about Jesus.

BIBLE HISTORY

When Buddhism was founded, Daniel and the people of Judah were living as exiles in the kingdom 

of Babylon. 

UNREACHED PEOPLES

Countries that have 

unreached* Buddhist 

people groups with 

huge populations

Country Unreached
 Buddhists

Japan 123 million

Thailand 59 million
  

Myanmar 41 million

Cambodia 15 million

China 12 million

*No indigenous community of believing Christians (less than 2 percent) with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize this people group 

(information provided by Joshua Project).
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BUDDHIST
CONCEPT 1

Help children compare what Buddhists 

believe causes suffering with what 

God says causes suffering.

PARENT INFORMATION

Buddhists believe that suffering is a universal problem people face. According to Buddhism, all suffer-

ing, whether physical or emotional, originates in our minds. Bad thoughts make us want things we can-

not have, things that will never satisfy us, things that belong to other people, or things that cannot last. 

These thoughts cause us to suffer or lead to actions that make us, or other people, suffer. Buddhists 

do not understand that suffering is the consequence of sin that led to a fallen creation and a broken 

relationship between humans and their Creator.

Scripture to Read: Romans 3:23, Isaiah 59:2

FAMILY ACTIVITY

Use an empty jar or cup to teach your children what Buddhists believe about our minds. Write the 

words greedy, selfish, jealous, proud, and hateful on small pieces of paper. Let your children put the 

slips of paper into the jar as you take turns sharing examples of each word. Explain that just as you 

filled the jar, Buddhists think our minds our filled with bad thoughts. Share that Buddhists believe these 

thoughts, and the actions they lead to, cause all suffering in the world. Read Romans 3:23 and Isaiah 

59:2. Use these verses to talk about sin and its consequences. Explain that sin ruined the perfect design 

that God had for the world and people He created. Stress that even followers of Jesus experience suf-

fering because we live in a sinful world. However, we live with hope that God is working out His plan 

to remove sin and suffering. Explain that many Buddhist families do not know that God created and 

loves them. Spend some time praying that God will change Buddhists’ suffering into hope.
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Hi. I’m Mei Ming (may ming). Welcome to 

Yunnan Province. My friend and I are practicing 

the Peacock Dance, a famous Dai folk dance. 

We have been chosen to join the older girls in a 

performance. Wearing colorful dresses we will 

move like birds, gracefully flapping our wings, 

craning our necks to look for water, and shaking 

off our feathers after bathing.

The Peacock Dance is part of our three-day 

Water Splashing Festival that ushers in the Dai 

New Year. During the first two days, families 

line the river to watch teams of up to 24 men 

paddle their long dragon boats as they race 

towards the finish line. The third day is filled 

with activities that bring good luck and ensure a 

good harvest. Dressed in our best clothes, our 

family visits the temple to hear Buddhist scrip-

tures. We learn about the causes of suffering in 

the world--our own selfish desires. Afterwards, 

some women carry a Buddha statue outside 

and bathe it in water. This good action helps 

them earn merit, points that give Buddhists a better standing in their next life.

Next comes the water splashing. Carrying the biggest buckets and bowls we can find, everyone 

marches to the area where the water war takes place. Some boys come armed with water guns made 

from hollow bamboo. Laughing and squealing, we splash or dump water on people nearby. Water 

symbolizes washing away the mistakes, problems, and bad luck from the past year. My friend some-

times cries when she gets soaked. I tell her, “Cheer up. The wetter you get, the more luck and happi-

ness you will receive.”

After dance practice, I head home. Grandmother greets me. She takes care of my brother and me after 

school and is busy making dinner. As Grandmother unwraps the roasted banana leaves, the fragrance 

of bamboo rice fills the air. We will eat this along with pickled vegetables and green tea. My brother 

has borrowed some bamboo from Grandmother and is fashioning his squirt gun. He must be looking 

forward to the Water Splashing Festival, too.

PRAY

•	 Most Dai families do not know the true God. Young people trust in science to explain the 

world while older people pray to Buddhist idols. Pray for global workers to share the good 

news of Jesus with Dai families. 

•	 Many Dai families fear powerful spirits and give them offerings so these spirits will not harm them. 

Pray that as Dai families come to know Jesus, their fear will be replaced by joy and hope.

Follow-up Activity: 
Dai

 
Meet a Buddhist girl who lives in China. 

Pray for children like her to come to know Jesus.

Come with me to a lush val-

ley in southwest China, where 

clear rivers meander through 

rice paddies. Dai (dye) fami-

lies in this village are proud of 

their temple with its gleaming 

gold statue of Buddha. Most 

boys and girls have never 

heard of Jesus. See that dirt 

path? It leads to the home of 

the girl who is dancing with 

her friend…
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During the New Year, the Dai throw a Water Splashing Festival.  
Everyone tosses bowls of water, splashes in fountains, 

and plays with garden hoses.

Dai (dye) 

of China
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Name: ________________________          Country: ______________________

Ages of your children who participated in the activities: ________________________________

Parent Beta Feedback Questions
OVERALL

1.	 Given the instructions provided, did you understand how to use these materials?

 

2.	 Were the activities culturally appropriate for families in your area?

 

3.	 Would a larger set of activities like these provide you with a framework/pattern for continuing to teach your children 

about unreached people in an ongoing way? 

  

ACTIVITIES

1.	 Did the information provided equip you to teach the activity concepts to your children?

 

2.	 For each concept, was the parent information provided for you helpful in being prepared to teach your children 

about what each religious group believes?

3.	 Were the activities simple for you to implement in your home? Did you have the supplies needed?

4.	 How would you rate the length of the activities?

☐☐	 Activities were too short or simple

☐☐	 Activities were just the right length and easy to execute 

☐☐	 Activities were too long and complicated
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5.	 Were the activities engaging for your children? (eager to participate, discuss, pray, etc.)

 

6.	 Was it easy for your children to grasp the concepts presented?

 

7.	 Did these activities spark other related-conversations with your children during the week?

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

LAYOUT

1.	 Did the arrangement/layout of text on the page make it easy to follow the order of activities?

2.	 By which method would you most likely prefer to receive these materials?

☐☐	 Download and use digitally

☐☐	 Download and print at home

☐☐	 Buy professionally printed copy from local ministry 

Any additional comments you would like to make regarding the layout and design of the material: 


