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Historical	Movements	of	God	Involving	Children	
	
Moravians	(Germany,	1727)	
	
	
Indonesians	(Island	of	Timor,	1965)	
	
					
Hope	Smith	(USA/Mongolia,	1997)	
	
	
Opportunities	to	Partner	with	God	
	
As	we	teach	children	how	to	join	God	in	His	mission,	we	need	to	also	give	them	the	opportunity	to	
actually	do	things	that	will	bless	the	nations.	
	
The	most	empowering	thing	you	can	do	for	your	children	is	to	let	them	see	God	work	for	themselves	
instead	of	your	just	telling	them	how	great	He	is.		
	
When	we	help	our	children	take	on	significant	tasks,	they	have	the	freedom	to	find	true	
contentment	in	who	and	what	they	are,	in	why	they	were	created,	and	in	what	they	were	created	to	
do.	
	
	
Definition	of	World	Christian		
	
World	Christians	are	believers	from	all	walks	of	life	who	have	a	biblical	view	of	God’s	heart	for	the	
world	and	His	global	purposes.	No	matter	where	they	are	or	what	they	do,	World	Christians	live	
strategically	with	one	goal	in	mind:	to	see	God	glorified	among	the	peoples	of	the	world.	
	
World	Christian	Habits	Activity	
	
Pray-er:	People	who	consistently	intercede	for	specific	global	workers,	for	unreached	people	groups,	
and	for	more	laborers	to	go	and	spread	the	gospel	where	it	has	never	been	heard.	(James	5:16-18;	
Luke	10:2;	Matthew	6:9-10)	
	
Story	#	_______	
	
---	
Goer:	People	who	labor	to	reach	those	of	a	culture	significantly	different	from	their	own	with	the	
truth	of	Jesus.	Most	often,	this	involves	traveling	or	moving	to	a	distant	area.	(Mark	16:15;	Psalm	
96:3-5;	1	Peter	3:15)	
	
Story	#	_______	
	
---  
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Welcomer:	People	who	do	cross-cultural	outreach	in	a	near-geographical	context.	They	take	the	time	
to	get	to	know	people	from	other	cultures	–	students,	professionals,	refugees,	and	families	–	who	
are	in	their	country.	Welcomers	practice	hospitality,	meet	their	needs,	and	look	for	opportunities	to	
introduce	them	to	Jesus.	(Leviticus	19:34;	Deuteronomy	10:18-19)	
	
Story	#	_______	
	
---	
Sender:	People	who	volunteer	their	resources	to	support	the	work	of	global	workers	and	the	overall	
task	of	completing	the	Great	Commission.	Senders	serve	global	workers	by	praying	for	them	and	
their	work,	giving	money,	and	caring	for	their	needs.	(Romans	10:14-15;	2	Corinthians	9:7;	Colossians	
4:3)	
	
Story	#	_______	
	
---	
Mobilizer:	People	who	are	passionate	about	God’s	global	heart	and	purposes.	They	live	in	such	a	way	
to	advance	God’s	kingdom	and	help	other	believers	to	get	personally	connected	to	a	role	in	
completing	the	Great	Commission.	(1	Corinthians	12:27;	1	Corinthians	11:1;	2	Timothy	2:2)		
	
Story	#	_______	
	
Small	Group	Discussion	
	


1. How	does	this	habit	help	to	reach	the	unreached?		
	


2. 	What	are	one	or	two	ways	to	develop	this	habit	in	my	family?	
	


	
The	5	Habits	song		
	
The	following	link	provides	you	with	a	video	of	song	and	motions	explaining	the	5	habits:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0aC3zrRIkg	
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Partner	Discussion	Question		
	
How	have	you	viewed	and	read	the	Bible	up	to	this	point	in	your	life?	
	
1.	Rule	Book:	It	tells	me	what	to	do	and	warns	me	about	what	not	to	do	
2.	Spiritual	Protection:	A	verse	a	day	keeps	the	devil	away	
3.	Map:	It	helps	me	know	God’s	plan	for	my	future,	spouse,	job,	etc.	
4.	Spiritual	cup	of	coffee:	It	helps	me	wake	up	and	get	the	day	started	right	
5.	Family	doctor:	I	turn	to	it	when	I	need	something	to	make	me	feel	better	
	
Two	Ways	of	Viewing	God’s	Word	
	
Through	what	lenses	do	you	view	God’s	Word?	Me-centered	or	God-centered?	
	
Small,	Me-centered	lenses:		
	
	
Big,	God-centered	lenses:		
	
	
Importance	of	Balanced	Teaching	
	
Focusing	on	one	part	of	God’s	Word	for	us	leads	to	inconsistent	growth.	
	
	
We	need	the	whole	of	God’s	Word	to	become	the	full	people	He	intends	us	to	be.	
	
	
In	our	teaching,	we	need	to	balance	God’s	blessing	with	God’s	purpose.	
	
Effects	of	Me-Centered	Teaching	of	Scripture	
	
On	young	children:		
	
	
On	teens:		
	
	
Group	Activity:	Blessing	and	Purpose	
	


• Moses	and	the	10	plagues	–	Exodus	7:1-5;	9:13-16;	12:37-38			
• Crossing	the	Jordan	River	–	Joshua	3:14-17;	4:19-24	
• David	and	Goliath	–	1	Samuel	17:20-47	


	
1. Who	did	God	bless	and	how?	(Many	times	this	is	the	easier	answer	to	find.	It	usually	involves	the	


most	prominent	characters	in	the	story.)	
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2. What	is	God’s	greater	purpose	for	the	blessing?	(This	answer	takes	more	practice	to	find.	It	is	the	


part	of	the	blessing	that	spills	over	to	other	people	who	may	not	be	as	noticeable.	Many	times	
these	people	are	unbelievers.)	


	
Family	Devotions		
	
No	matter	what	Bible	story	or	passage	you	are	sharing,	you	can	help	your	children	be	God-focused	
rather	than	self-focused.		
	
As	you	present	Bible	stories,	help	your	children	understand	that:	
• God	is	the	main	character	in	every	story.	
• God	is	always	at	work	to	make	Himself	known.	
• God	blesses	His	people	for	a	greater	purpose	that	includes	others.	


Integrate	these	concepts	into	the	Bible	story	introduction,	the	story	itself,	discussion	questions,	and	
the	story	application.	
	
Memory	Verse:	
Introduce	a	verse	about	God’s	heart	for	the	nations	each	month.	Review	it	each	week.	Memorize	the	
verse	in	fun	way.	Add	hand	motions,	act	it	out,	add	rhythm,	or	sing	the	verse.	
	
Psalm	46:10	 Psalm	67	 Psalm	86:9	 Psalm	105:1	 Isaiah	49:6	


Isaiah	45:22	 Habakkuk	2:14	 Malachi	1:11	 Matthew	24:14	 Matthew	28:19-
20	


Mark	16:15	 Luke	24:46-47	
	


Acts	1:8	 Romans	10:12-15	 Revelation	5:9	


		
Singing:		
Include	songs	that	help	your	children	worship	and	praise	God	for	who	He	is	and	songs	that	tell	about	
God’s	love	for	the	whole	world.			
	
Impact	of	God-Centered	Teaching	of	Scripture	
	
Discipling	children	to	know	God’s	purpose	and	minister	to	others	will	impart	to	them	a	purpose	
greater	than	themselves.	It	gives	them	a	balanced	perspective	of	God’s	blessings	in	light	of	His	
purposes.	
	
Children	who	have	a	God-centered	understanding	of	the	Bible:	
	


• Know	God	has	blessed	them	to	be	a	blessing	to	others.		
• Know	they	exist	for	God,	to	bring	Him	glory.		
• Know	their	identity,	deeply	loved	children	of	God	and	participants	in	God’s	story.		
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Incorporating	God’s	Word		
	
	
	
	
Incorporating	God’s	World		
	
	
	
	
Incorporating	God’s	Work		
	
	
	
	
Family	Discipleship	Plan		
	
Start	Date:	______________			End	Date:	______________	
	
Growing	in	God’s	Word:	
This	quarter,	we	will	explore	how	God	used	these	three	characters	in	His	story:	
	 1.	
	 2.	
	 3.	
	
This	quarter,	we	will	memorize	these	three	verses	about	God’s	global	purposes:	
	 1.	
	 2.	
	 3.	
	


Learning	about	God’s	World:	
This	quarter,	we	will	learn	about	these	three	people	groups:	


1.	
2.	
3.	


	


Participating	in	God’s	Work:	
This	quarter,	we	will	incorporate	the	World	Christian	Habits	in	these	ways:		


Pray:	
	
Welcome:		
	
Send:	
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Mobilize:	
	
We	will	share	about	what	we	are	doing	and	invite	the	__________	family	to	join	us	this	quarter	in	
learning	about	God’s	heart	for	the	world.		
	
Resources	for	Personal	Study		
	
Learn	more	about	the	concepts	introduced	in	the	Big	Story	training.	Do	a	1-week	Bible	study	using	
the	following	verses:	
		
Day	1:	Biblical	Basis	for	Mission	(Genesis	12:1-3;	1	Chronicles	16:23-24;	Psalm	67:1-3;	
													Isaiah	49:6;	Daniel	7:13-14)	
	
Day	2:	Biblical	Basis	for	Mission	(Habakkuk	2:14;	Malachi	1:11;	Matthew	24:14;		
													Romans	1:5;	Revelation	7:9-10)	
	
Day	3:	Go	(Acts	1:8;	Mark	16:15;	Luke	24:27;	Matthew	28:19-20;	Romans	15:20-21;		
													Psalm	96:3)	
	
Day	4:	Pray	(John	17:20-21;	Matthew	9:36-37;	2	Kings	19:19;	Psalm	2:8;	Isaiah	59:1)	
	
Day	5:	Send	(3	John	1:5-8;	Romans	10:14-15;	John	20:21;	Philippians	4:17-19;		
												Acts	13:2-3)	
	
Day	6:	Welcome	(Leviticus	19:33-34;	Deuteronomy	10:19;	Isaiah	56:6-8;	Mark	11:17;	2	
													Chronicles	6:32-33;	1	Kings	8:41-43)	
	
Day	7:	Mobilize	(Habakkuk	2:2;	Deuteronomy	4:5-6;	Matthew	4:19;	John	4:35-36;	
			 Isaiah	66:18-19;	Luke	24:45-47)	
	
	
Resources	for	Mobilizing	Other	Adults		
	
Xplore	is	a	free,	downloadable	resource	that	comes	in	PDF	format.	Download	Xplore	at	
http://www.mobilization.org/resources/live-missionally/xplore/	
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Partner	Discussion	Questions	
	
1. What	do	most	people	in	your	culture	expect	children	to	do?	


	
2. What	do	most	people	in	your	culture	think	children	are	incapable	of	doing?	


	
Potential	of	Children	
	
How	does	God	view	children?	(Matthew	21:16)		
	
Short	candle:	
	
	
Tall	candle:	
	
	
Partners	in	Ministry	
	
1.	God	created	children	in	a	special	way.	


• Their	hearts	are	soft	towards	the	things	of	God.		
• Children	have	great	faith	that	acts.		
• They	lack	fear	and	barriers—fear	of	rejection,	lack	of	Bible	knowledge,	barriers	of	race	or	


social	status.	
• They	love	to	be	committed	to	causes	greater	than	themselves.	


	
2.	God	has	empowered	children	to	serve.	


• Children	who	follow	Jesus	have	the	same	Holy	Spirit	as	adults	who	follow	Jesus.		
• The	Holy	Spirit	gives	children	gifts	and	abilities	and	places	them	into	the	Body	of	Christ.	
• These	gifts	are	not	eggs	waiting	to	hatch	when	children	become	adults.		
• These	gifts	are	more	like	ripe	fruit,	ready	for	use	now.		


	
3.	God	has	given	children	spheres	of	influence.	


• Children	can	minister	in	places	where	adults	cannot.		
• I	cannot	go	into	a	child’s	classroom	or	onto	the	football	field	with	his	team,	but	he	can.		
• Often,	a	child	is	the	best	one	to	share	Jesus	with	his	teacher,	classmates,	and	friends.		
• A	child	is	the	best	one	to	recruit	other	children	to	join	him	in	ministry.		


	
4.	God	uses	children	in	His	big	story.	Here	are	three	examples:	


• Samuel	(1	Samuel	3:1,	8-10)	
o God	chose	to	speak	through	a	young	boy	who	was	following	and	serving	God.	


	
• Naaman’s	servant	girl	(2	Kings	5:1-3)	


o God	used	her	to	bring	hope	to	an	unbelieving	family.	
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• Josiah	(2	Kings	22:1-2)	
o God	used	Josiah	to	bring	the	people	of	Israel	back	to	the	straight	path,	the	path	of	


obedience	to	God’s	laws.		


	
Four	Goals	of	Mobilization	
	
Mobilization:	to	make	ready	for	active	service,	to	release	for	use	
	
1.	Raise	up	disciples	who	follow	Jesus	for	a	lifetime,	disciples	who	have	a	strong	faith	and	
				set	an	example	for	others	(1	Timothy	4:12).	
	
	
	
	
2.	Multiply	lifelong	followers	of	Jesus	(Luke	10:2).	
	
	
	
	
3.	Foster	multi-generational	impact	(Psalm	145:4).	
	
	
	
	
4.	Reach	the	unreached	(Revelation	7:9-10).	
	
	
	
	


“If	tomorrow’s	world	of	unreached	people	were	waiting	for	our	kids,		
would	our	kids	have	a	heart	to	reach	them	based	on	what	we	are	giving	them?"		
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Mission	vs.	Missions	
	
God’s	mission:	God’s	desire	to	make	His	name	great	so	that	people	from	every	nation,	tribe,	and	
tongue	might	know	and	worship	Him.		
	
Missions:	the	local	and	global	activity	we	do	to	help	carry	out	God’s	mission.	
	
A	Piece	or	the	Core?	
	
We	want	our	kids	to	do	missions,	advancing	God’s	kingdom	both	locally	and	globally,	
but	we	are	not	trying	to	develop	activity-driven	hearts.	
	
But	our	goal	is	bigger	than	that.	We	want	God’s	mission	to	be	at	the	very	core	of	who	they	are.		
It	should	influence	all	aspects	of	life,	regardless	of	where	they	are	or	what	they	do	in	life.	
	
Viewing	missions	as	one	segment	of	the	Christian	life:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Viewing	mission	as	the	core	of	our	Christian	life:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


God’s		
	


Mission	
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Developmental	Stages	
	
As	Christian	young	people	become	adults,	their	life	choices	are	influenced	by	their	developmental	
years,	especially	by	the	nature	of	the	foundation	they	received	up	to	age	twelve.	
	
Children	develop	in	four	key	ways:	physically,	mentally,	emotionally	and	spiritually.		
	
As	parents,	we	should	ask,	“What	can	I	do	at	each	age	to	help	children	grow	up	knowing	the	person	
and	purpose	of	Christ?”		
	
Things	to	Keep	in	Mind	
	


• Children	across	the	globe	develop	in	similar	ways.	However,	factors	like	culture,	family	
environment,	and	genetics	can	cause	variations.			


	
• Some	children	will	develop	faster	than	others;	some	will	take	more	time.	Feel	free	to	adjust	


suggestions	on	the	development	chart	based	on	where	your	children	are.		
	


• As	you	try	new	things,	you	will	discover	if	your	children	need	to	slow	down	and	start	with	
simpler	tasks,	or	are	ready	to	move	ahead	into	deeper	levels	of	learning	and	experience.			


	
• Continue	to	build	upon	whatever	you	do	so	you	are	always	challenging	children	to	go	deeper	


and	grow	in	their	relationship	with	God	and	their	understanding	of	the	world	He	so	loves.		
	


• The	goal	is	to	help	each	child	embrace	God’s	mission	in	a	way	that	is	understandable	for	him	
at	his	age	and	developmental	stage.		


	
• In	your	activities,	aim	for	consistency	more	than	quantity.	This	is	about	building	habits.	


	
• Remember	that	each	life	stage	is	an	opportunity	for	children	to	say	“yes!”	to	God	in	new	


ways	as	they	develop	and	grow	in	their	faith.		
	


• If	you	have	children	in	different	age	groups,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	you	will	likely	
never	have	a	Bible	lesson	or	devotional	that	will	connect	with	every	child	every	time.		


	
• Sometimes	you	will	have	devotional	times	that	connect	more	with	your	youngest	children.	


These	times	may	include	lots	of	music,	dancing,	playing,	and	simple	Bible	themes.		
	


• To	include	older	children,	have	conversations	with	them	later	that	go	deeper	on	the	topic.		
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Discussion	Questions		
	


1. Read	Genesis	12:2-3.	This	is	the	global	covenant	God	made	with	Abraham.	God	told	
Abraham	to	do	one	thing.	What	was	it?	


	
	


2. Read	Genesis	18:18-19.	What	must	Abraham	do	in	order	for	God’s	promise	to	be	fulfilled?	
	
	


3. Recall	what	we	learned	in	session	1.	Who	else	did	God	make	this	covenant	with?	(Genesis	
26:2-4;	28:13-14)	


	
	


4. Read	Psalm	78:1-7.	How	are	generations	part	of	God’s	strategy?	
	
Family	Mapping				


Using	the	blank	piece	of	paper	that	we	will	give	you,	draw	a	map	of	your	family,	including	who	you	
are,	things	you	do,	the	places	you	go,	and	those	around	you.	Consider	what	blessings	your	family	has	
and	ways	you	can	be	a	blessing.	


• What	giftings	and	abilities	does	your	family	possess?		
• What	opportunities	does	your	family	have?		
• Who	are	the	people	around	your	family?		


1. In	what	ways	have	you	and	your	children	been	blessed	to	be	a	blessing	that	you	had	not	
considered	before?	


Living	it	out			
	
Acts	17:	26	tells	us		


“From	one	man	He	made	all	the	nations,	that	they	should	inhabit	the	whole	earth;	and	He	
marked	out	their	appointed	times	in	history	and	the	boundaries	of	their	lands.”			


	
It	is	no	mistake	that	God	has	appointed	your	family	to	live	in	this	time	in	history.	It	is	no	mistake	that	
He	has	gifted	each	member	of	your	family	in	the	ways	that	He	has.	
	
Just	as	Abraham	was	to	be	a	blessing,	and	to	teach	his	children	to	do	likewise,	we	are	called	into	the	
same	role	as	believers.		
	
Galatians	3:14	tells	us	that	God,			


	
“redeemed	us	in	order	that	the	blessing	given	to	Abraham	might	come	to	the	Gentiles”	.		


	
Mobilization		
	
To	mobilize	means	to	make	ready	for	active	service,	and	to	release	for	use	
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Intentionality	
	
Discipleship	can	happen	in	the	everyday	moments	of	your	life.		
	


“These	commandments	that	I	give	you	today	are	to	be	on	your	hearts.		Impress	them	on	your	
children.	Talk	about	them	when	you	sit	at	home	and	when	you	walk	along	the	road,	when	
you	lie	down	and	when	you	get	up.	Tie	them	as	symbols	on	your	hands	and	bind	them	on	
your	foreheads.	Write	them	on	the	doorframes	of	your	houses	and	on	your	gates.”	
(Deuteronomy	6:6-9)	


	
	
You	can	intentionally	bring	meaning	into	the	times	you	already	spend	with	your	children	…	walking	
to	school,	driving	across	town,	eating	dinner,	waking	up,	and	bedtime	routines.	
		
If	you	consistently	bring	God's	purposes	into	these	everyday	moments,	over	time,	it	can	shape	the	
way	that	your	children	see	the	world.		
	
As	you	are	driving	down	the	road,	be	intentional	to	pray	over	the	city	and	the	people	you	see	on	the	
streets.		
	
When	you	see	a	news	report	of	tragedy	in	another	part	of	the	world	on	television,	take	a	moment	to	
stop	what	you	are	doing,	locate	the	country	on	a	world	map,	and	talk	to	your	children	about	how	
your	family	could	bless	this	nation.		
	
As	you	walk	through	nature,	notice	the	objects	around	you.	If	you	see	a	pile	of	sand,	point	it	out	and	
teach	your	children	about	the	Bedouin	tribes	of	the	Arabian	desert	who	do	not	know	Jesus.	
	
At	dinnertime,	introduce	a	meal	from	another	country.	Spend	time	at	the	table	discussing	the	people	
from	this	country	and	God’s	desire	to	bless	them.					
	
Modeling		


Before	we	impress	the	truths	of	God	on	the	hearts	of	our	children,	we	are	to	love	God	and	have	His	
Word	on	our	own	hearts.	(Deuteronomy	6:5)	


An important factor in discipling children is to authentically live out your faith both in front of 
and with them. 
 
Demonstration	and	experience	are	the	keys	to	developing	a	heartbeat	for	the	purposes	of	God	in	our	
families.	
	
Be	an	example	to	your	children	of	living	for	God’s	purposes	and	experience	God’s	heart	for	the	
nations	together.	
	
Consistency		
	
In	whatever	ways	we	choose	to	intentionally	model	God’s	purposes	to	our	children,	we	must	make	it	
a	habit.			
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It	is	better	to	do	one	small	thing	every	day	for	one	hundred	days	that	to	do	one	large	thing	only	one	
time.	
	
	
Clock	Activity		


																										 								
	
The	Mission	Minded	Family		
	
A	mission	minded	family	has	hearts	that	desire	for	God	to	be	glorified	in	every	part	of	their	lives.	
They	look	for	ways	to	bring	His	purposes	into	both	the	spiritual	and	seemingly	non-spiritual	parts	of	
the	week.		
	
A	mission	minded	family	has	a	growing	relationship	with	Jesus,	and	they	know	that	His	salvation	has	
changed	their	identity.		
	
A	mission	minded	family	knows	that	their	gifts,	resources,	and	time	is	not	their	own	…	but	that	each	
of	these	things	if	a	gift	given	by	God	for	His	glory.		
	
A	mission	minded	family	is	aware	of	what	God	is	doing	in	the	world,	and	they	find	delight	in	
partnering	with	Him	in	his	story.		
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A	mission	minded	family	learns	about	the	2.7	billion	people	who	are	unreached	with	the	Gospel,	and	
they	actively	seek	out	ways	to	partner	with	God	in	sharing	His	love	with	them.		
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Types	of	motivators			
	
We	need	to	keep	our	mobilization	efforts	aligned	with	the	greater	story,	or	the	macro-narrative,	in	
which	God	Himself	pursues	His	purpose	among	all	nations	throughout	all	generations.	
	
Emotional	responses	and	legalism:		
	
	
	
	
VS.	Relational	collaboration:	
	
	
	
How	we	communicate	
	
Here	are	things	we	could	say	to	keep	our	words	rooted	in	God’s	mission	when:	
	
Example	1:	Exposing	children	to	needs	by	showing	pictures	of	people	in	extreme	need	or	unreached	
peoples	without	access	to	the	gospel:		
	


- Talk	about	how	the	people	in	the	pictures	are	created	in	God’s	image	and	how	much	He	
loves	each	one	of	them.	


- Emphasize	that	true	hope	comes	from	Jesus	who	is	at	work	redeeming	these	people	to	
Himself.		


- Talk	about	the	Great	Commission	commands	in	the	context	of	our	relationship	with	Jesus	
and	the	joy	of	obedience.	


- Share	that	God	is	bringing	forth	His	Kingdom	on	earth	and	invites	us	to	join	with	Him	in	
extending	His	hope.	


		
Example	2:	Exposing	children	to	stories	of	those	doing	mission	work	by	giving	children	models	of	
Bible	characters	or	famous	global	workers:	
	


- Emphasize	God’s	ability	to	accomplish	His	purposes	without	us,	but	His	grace	in	inviting	us	to	
join	Him	in	His	work.		


- Highlight	how	God	used	Bible	characters,	people	in	history,	and	current	day	believers,	
inviting	them	into	His	story	and	enabling	them	by	His	spirit.		


- Acknowledge	that	we	are	each	called	to	our	own	unique	journey	where	we	will	be	asked	to	
do	different	things	and	be	given	different	blessings.	What	is	important	is	a	life	of	consistent	
faithfulness.		


	
	
We	need	to	encourage	our	families	to	do	it	with	Jesus,	not	for	Jesus.		(2	Corinthians	6:1)	
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Session	4:	Developing	a	Mission-Minded	Heart	
Age	 Developmental	Characteristics	 Suggested	Activities	
0-2		 -	Developing	trust	


-	Able	to	mimic	sounds,	basic	sign	
language,	words	
-	Learning	through	repetition	and	
consistency	
-	Early	concept	of	God	being	shaped	by	
how	parents/adults	interact	with	them	


-	Create	a	safe,	loving,	nurturing	environment	
-	Pray	blessings	over	your	baby	using	Scripture	(Psalm	67,	Psalm	63:3-4,	Isaiah	26:8,	
Ephesians	2:19,	Colossians	3:12,	1	Timothy	4:12,	2	Peter	3:18)	
-	Enlist	others	to	pray	with	you	and	for	you	and	your	baby	
-	Sing	Bible	songs	to	your	baby	
-	Introduce	the	Bible	and	simple	Bible	stories		
-	Incorporate	songs,	stories,	prayer	in	daily	activities/routines	(diaper	changes,	praying	
before	meals,	bedtime,	etc.)	
-	Begin	to	develop	a	family	vision	statement	


2-3	
	


-	Short	attention	span	
-	Learning	through	five	senses	and	
movement	
-	Learning	through	repetition	
-	Love	singing,	rhymes,	stories	
-	Can	understand	that	God	loves	them	


-	Establish	a	daily	routine	of	blessing	your	child	
-	Tell	or	read	simple,	short	Bible	stories	using	pictures	or	movement.	Talk	about	what	God	is	
like.	Tell	them	that	the	Bible	is	God’s	true	Word	(different	from	other	books	they	read)	
-	Point	out	how	God	is	involved	in	everyday	situations	
-	Pray	for	and	with	your	child	using	simple	words.	Pray	for	family,	friends,	and	others	who	do	
not	know	Jesus	
-	Introduce	children	of	other	cultures/races	using	books	and	pictures	
-	Adjust	finger	plays,	rhymes,	and	songs	to	include	God’s	love	for	all	peoples	


4-5	
	


-	Short	attention	span	
-	Concrete	thinkers	
-	Learn	best	through	play	and	variety	of	
short	activities	
-	Learn	through	five	senses	
-	Able	to	compare/contrast	
-	Enjoy	acting,	pretend,	and	dress-up	
-	Can	understand	that	the	Bible	is	a	special	
book	about	God	
-	Can	understand	that	prayer	is	talking	to	
God	
	


-	Teach	simple	Bible	verses	that	include	the	concept	of	God’s	love	for	all	peoples	
-	Read	and	act	out	simple	Bible	stories.	Talk	about	what	God	is	showing	about	Himself	and	
how	He	uses	people	and	situations	to	make	Himself	known	
-	Teach	them	how	to	pray	in	their	own	words.	Establish	a	habit	of	praying	for	those	who	do	
not	know	Jesus	
-	Pray	for	the	continents,	introduce	world	maps	
-	Use	simple	objects/pictures	to	teach	about	people	from	other	cultures,	compare	and	
contrast	with	themselves,	point	out	that	some	children	have	never	had	the	chance	to	hear	
about	Jesus	
-	Begin	to	introduce	the	salvation	message	using	simple	words	(avoid	symbolism)		
-	Provide	simple	opportunities	for	children	to	lead	in	worship	(hold	up	the	Bible	or	pictures,	
clean	up,	serve	the	snack,	pass	out	supplies)	
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Age	 Developmental	Characteristics	 Suggested	Activities	
6-7	 -	Concrete,	literal	thinkers	


-	Begin	to	distinguish	between	reality	and	
fantasy	
-	Learn	from	multiple	experiences	like	
games,	music,	art,	stories,	drama	
-	Learning	to	read	and	write	
-	Developing	a	sense	of	right	and	wrong	
-	Can	understand	Bible	has	two	parts,	Old	
Testament	and	New	Testament	
	


-	Model	God’s	love	in	a	consistent,	loving	way	
-	Teach	that	the	Bible	is	true	and	trustworthy	
-	Show	how	to	use	the	Bible,	find	chapters	and	verses	
-	Teach	how	the	Old	Testament	and	the	New	Testament	go	together,	share	that	
Jesus	was	fulfilling	what	the	Old	Testament	was	all	about	
-	Give	specific	examples	of	how	Jesus	shows	love	and	care	for	us	and	others	
-	Begin	to	use	simple	devotionals	
-	Focus	on	spiritual	discipline	of	prayer—building	a	habit	
-	Write	down	prayer	requests	and	see	how	God	answers	
-	Pray	for	nations/countries—point	out	on	world	maps	
-	Pray	for	specific	global	needs	and	current	events	
-	Teach	simple	games/art	from	other	cultures	
-	Teach	how	to	say	words	in	other	languages	
-	Continue	to	give	the	salvation	message	frequently	(avoid	symbolism)	
-	Give	opportunities	to	lead	in	worship	as	well	as	serve	others	
	


8-9	 -	Starting	to	reason,	think	for	themselves	
-	Learning	to	talk	about	what	they	read	in	
the	Bible	
-	Becoming	more	outward	focused	
-	Recognize	need	for	a	personal	savior	
-	Beginning	to	personalize	their	own	faith	
-	Developing	value	system	of	right	and	
wrong	
-	Sense	of	justice	
-	Can	understand	importance	of	serving	
others	
-	Searching	for	identity/heroes	beyond	


-	Help	children	apply	Bible	stories	and	ideas	to	their	everyday	lives	
-	Encourage	and	model	how	to	look	for	answers	to	life	questions	in	the	Bible	
-	Talk	about	what	God	is	doing	actively	in	your	life	as	a	model	for	the	children	
-	Focus	on	discipline	of	worship—singing,	prayer,	Bible	reading,	obedience,	
serving	
-	Teach	about	and	pray	for	unreached	people	groups	
-	Pray	for	children	at	risk	(poor,	orphans,	street	children,	child	laborers,	refugees)	
-	Continue	to	give	the	salvation	message	frequently	
-	Provide	opportunities	to	lead	and	serve	in	worship	
-	Teach	we	are	blessed	to	bless	others,	provide	giving	and	outreach	opportunities		
-	Read	mission	biographies,	share	stories	of	children	God	is	using	
-	Provide	experiences	for	children	to	explore	their	own	giftings	and	talents	and	
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the	family	unit	
	
	
	


help	them	think	about	how	God	might	want	to	use	these	for	His	purposes	
	


Age	 Developmental	Characteristics	 Suggested	Activities	
10-12	
	
	


-	Entering	time	of	many	physical,	
emotional,	and	social	changes	
-	Beginning	to	think	abstractly	
-	No	longer	thinking	aloud,	but	processing	
ideas	and	feelings	internally		
-	Desire	for	increased	independence,	
adult	transitioning	to	mentor	role	
-	Peers	are	very	important	
-	Hero	worship	is	strong	
-	Capable	of	greater	involvement	in	
evangelism	and	service	
-	Looking	for	identity	and	purpose	
	


-	Keep	communication	open.	Be	patient	and	available.	Listen,	ask	questions,	and	
avoid	being	judgmental	
-	Encourage	to	seek	guidance	from	God	to	make	everyday	and	long-range	
decisions	
-	Provide	opportunities	to	make	decisions	based	on	biblical	concepts	
-	Focus	on	discipline	of	daily	Bible	study,	model	how	they	can	have	their	own,	
independent	devotional	time	with	God,	talk	about	keeping	a	journal	
-	Model	prayer	that	shows	you	believe	God	is	real	
-	Talk	about	what	God	is	doing	actively	in	your	life	as	a	model	
-	Continue	prayer	for	unreached,	be	sensitive	to	certain	peoples,	issues,	or	areas	of	
the	world	that	God	may	be	laying	on	your	children’s	hearts	
-	Teach	how	to	pray	specific	Scripture	passages	and	promises	from	God	for	these	
people	groups	
-	Introduce	to	missionaries	or	other	believers	who	are	serving	God	in	a	variety	of	
ways/roles	
-	Teach	and	model	ways	to	share	about	Jesus	with	others	
-	Provide	opportunities	for	them	to	lead	and	serve	in	worship	
-	Provide	service	and	outreach	opportunities	they	can	do	with	their	peers	
-	Encourage	friendships	with	those	of	other	cultures	and	backgrounds	
-	If	you	sense	that	God	is	calling	a	child	to	step	out	in	faith	for	a	specific	purpose,	
support	and	affirm	his	calling	or	vision	and	pray	with	and	for	him		
		


13-18	 -Beginning	to	become	more	independent	
-Bodies,	moods	and	behavior	are	
changing	
-	Deciding	what	they	really	do	or	don’t	
like	


-	Help	them	keep	connected	with	friends	that	can	be	a	solid	Christian	support	to	
them.	Encourage	them	to	reach	out	to	those	who	are	different	or	outcast.		
-	Invest	in	good	one-on-one	times.	
-	Help	them	make	plans	for	spiritual	growth	(growing	in	areas	that	they	are	drawn	
to).		
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-	Deciding	who	they	want	to	be	
-	Building	identity	
-	Increased	desire	for	ownership	and	
responsibility	
-	Friends	are	most	important	
-	Increased	desire	to	be	a	part	of	
something	meaningful	and	bigger	than	
themselves.	
	


-	Seek	to	understand	them	and	hear	the	essence	of	their	heart.	
-	Create	a	safe	place	to	share,	process,	discuss	and	ask	questions	about	faith	and	
healthy	boundaries.	Look	for	answers	in	Scripture.		
-	Let	them	know	your	love	for	them	is	not	swayed	by	actions	or	failure	to	act.	
-	Have	a	rite	of	passage,	a	special	ceremony	to	mark	entering	into	adulthood.		
-	Assist	them	in	finding	opportunities	to	serve	in	areas	where	he	or	she	has	a	
passion.		
-	Give	them	ownership	in	Bible	studies	and	in	service	opportunities,	leading	and	
contributing	their	own	ideas.	
-	Be	available	and	ask	questions	that	can	help	them	make	wise	decisions.	Offer	
your	opinion	when	asked.		
-	Help	them	see	what	a	life	of	pursuing	God	and	advancing	His	Kingdom	would	
look	like	in	their	life.	Model	it	well.		
-	Continue	to	expose	them	to	stories	of	famous	actors,	athletes,	activists,	leaders,	
professionals,	and	missionaries	who	are	honoring	God	in	what	they	do	and	using	
their	gifts	and	talents	to	further	God’s	Kingdom.		
-	Lead	them	in	studying,	praying	and	learning	more	about	unreached	people	
groups.	Learn	words	and	phrases	in	different	languages.	
-	Encourage	them	to	go	on	a	short-term	trip,	serving	among	the	unreached.		
-	For	those	who	are	beginning	to	earn	an	income,	guide	them	in	how	to	give	back	
and	partner	with	those	who	are	going	to	work	among	the	unreached.		
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Bible	as	God’s	Story	
	
The	Bible	is	not	a	random	assortment	of	spiritual	stories.	It	is	one	story	with	a	unified	theme	and	
purpose.	It	reveals	God’s	passion	and	purpose	to	be	worshiped	by	all	peoples.		
	
Introduction:	Genesis	1-11	
	
Adam	and	Eve	were	to	populate	physically,	but	God	also	intended	they	reproduce	spiritually	
(Genesis	1:28).	
	
As	humanity	filled	the	Earth,	so	would	the	glory	of	God	(Isaiah	11:9)		
	
Sin	enters	the	world	in	Genesis	3.		
	
God	gives	Noah	the	same	command	He	gave	to	Adam	(Genesis	9:1).	
	
One	nation	is	turned	into	70	at	the	tower	of	Babel	(Genesis	11:1-9).	
	
Plot:	Genesis	12-	Malachi	
	
God’s	mission	is	set	into	motion	as	He	sets	out	to	reach	all	nations.	Abraham	is	invited	to	trade	his	
story	for	God’s	(Genesis	12:1-4).	
	
The	promise	is	repeated	to	Isaac	and	Jacob	(Genesis	26:2-4;	Genesis	28:13-14).	
	
God	was	interested	in	getting	His	people,	the	Israelites,	out	of	Egypt	and	into	the	Promised	Land	but	
he	was	also	just	as	interested	that	the	Egyptians	would	know	He	was	God	(Exodus	9:15-17).	
	
When	the	nation	of	Israel	was	establishing	itself	in	the	land	God	gave	them	the	Ten	Commandments.	
The	Law	caused	the	nations	to	see	Israel	as	different	(Deuteronomy	4:5-7).	
	
Nation	of	Israel:	with	God’s	blessing	came	responsibility	to	pass	it	on	to	all	peoples.		
	
Rahab	recognized	the	greatness	of	God	and	joined	the	Israelite	people	(Joshua	2:9-10).	
	
The	parting	of	the	Red	Sea	and	the	separating	of	the	Jordan	River	served	their	purpose	of	showing	
God’s	glory	to	the	nations	(Joshua	4:23-24).	
	
Psalms	is	one	of	the	greatest	missionary	books	in	the	Bible,	though	it	is	rarely	seen	that	way	(Psalm	
46:10).	
	
God	raised	up	the	prophets	to	remind	Israel	of	their	calling	(Isaiah	12:4-5,	Zephaniah	2:11,	Malachi	
1:11).	
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Plot:	Life	and	Ministry	of	Jesus	
	
As	Mary	and	Joseph	present	this	new	baby	in	the	temple,	an	old	prophet	named	Simeon	sees	the	
baby,	raises	Him	up	and	says,	
	


For	my	eyes	have	seen	your	salvation,	which	you	have	prepared	in	the	sight	of	all	people,	a	
light	for	revelation	to	the	Gentiles	and	for	glory	to	your	people	Israel.	(Luke	2:30-32)	


	
About	2/3	of	Jesus’	miracles	were	performed	for	Gentiles.	
	
Jesus	praised	the	faith	of	a	Roman	centurion	in	Matthew	8,	saying	He	had	not	found	such	great	faith	
in	all	of	Israel	(Matthew	8).	
	
At	the	end	of	Jesus’	earthly	ministry,	there	were	some	Greeks	who	requested	to	see	Him.	When	He	
had	been	lifted	up	from	the	earth,	He	would	draw	all	men	-	both	Jew	and	Greek	-	to	Himself	(John	
12).	
	
Plot:	A	Big	Commission	
	
The	Great	Commission	does	not	refer	to	one	single	passage;	instead	it	refers	to	five	specific	
passages,	each	spoken	by	Jesus.		
	
• Matthew	28:19-20	
• Mark	16:15	
• Luke	24:44-49	
• John	20:22	
• Acts	1:8	
	
Plot:	The	Gospel	Spreads	
	
In	Acts	1-7	the	gospel	is	in	Jerusalem	(Acts	1-7).	
	
Through	the	persecution	that	broke	out	after	the	stoning	of	Stephen,	we	see	the	gospel	go	to	Judea	
in	Acts	8	and	Samaria	in	Acts	9	(Acts	8-9).	
	
In	Acts	10,	it	breaks	free	to	the	ends	of	the	earth	with	the	conversion	of	Cornelius	(Acts	10-
following).	
	
The	apostles	did	not	see	their	commission	as	having	its	origin	in	the	last	words	of	Christ.	They	
referred	back	to	the	original	commission	given	to	Abraham	in	Genesis	12.		
	
Peter	says	in	Acts	3:25,	


	
And	you	are	heirs	of	the	prophets	and	of	the	covenant	God	made	with	your	fathers.	He	said	
to	Abraham,	“Through	your	offspring	all	peoples	on	earth	will	be	blessed.”	(Acts	3:25)	
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Paul	states	in	Galatians	3:18,	
	


The	scripture	foresaw	that	God	would	justify	the	Gentiles	by	faith,	and	announced	the	gospel	
in	advance	to	Abraham:	“All	nations	will	be	blessed	through	you.”	(Galatians	3:18)	
	


The	authors	of	the	New	Testament	stood	on	the	solid	ground	of	the	Hebrew	Scripture	and	on	over	
two	thousand	years	of	history	as	they	sought	to	prove	to	their	readers	the	responsibility	of	all	to	
bless	the	nations.	It	was	the	driving	force	of	Paul	(Romans	15:20).		
	
The	Conclusion:	Revelation	
	
God	achieves	the	goal	toward	which	He	has	been	moving	–	the	redemption	of	all	nations.	
Heavenly	scene	(Revelation	5:9-10).	
	
Mission	vs.	Missions	
	
God’s	mission:	God’s	desire	to	make	His	name	great	so	that	people	from	every	nation,	tribe,	and	
tongue	might	know	and	worship	Him.		
	
Missions:	the	local	and	global	activity	we	do	to	help	carry	out	God’s	mission.	
	
What	is	the	world	population?			______	billion	
	
10	people	that	represent	the	world:	
	
Person	1	(both	hands	crossed	over	heart):	___________________	
Persons	2	and	3	(one	hand	crossed	over	heart):	______________	
Persons	4,	5,	6	(push	hands	out	in	front	as	if	rejecting):	________________	
Persons	7,	8,	9,	10	(hands	over	ears):	_____________	
	
How	many	people	have	never	heard	the	gospel	message?			______	billion	
	
What	fraction	of	the	world	has	never	heard	the	gospel	message?	______	
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Partner	Discussion	Question	
	
Think	about	the	demonstration	you	just	saw.	Compare	lost/unsaved	people	to	unreached	people?	
How	are	they	the	same?	How	are	they	different?		
	
State	of	the	World	Today	
	
What	is	the	world	population?			______	billion	
	
10	people	that	represent	the	world:	
	
Person	1	(both	hands	crossed	over	heart):	___________________	
Persons	2	and	3	(one	hand	crossed	over	heart):	______________	
Persons	4,	5,	6	(push	hands	out	in	front	as	if	rejecting):	________________	
Persons	7,	8,	9,	10	(hands	over	ears):	_____________	
	
What	fraction	of	the	world	has	never	heard	the	gospel	message?	______	
	
Nation	(ethne):	Country	vs.	People	Group	
	
Jesus	commanded	us	to	make	disciples	of	all	nations.	(Matthew	28:19-20)	
	
A	nation	is	not	a	________________,	but	an	ethnic	group.	(Revelation	7:9)		
	
A	people	group	is	an	ethnic	group	that	shares	the	same	
_____________________________________________________________________	
	
_____________________________________________________________________	
	
The	same	country	can	have	many	different	people	groups.	For	example,	India	is	one	country	with	
more	that	2,500	people	groups	[i].	
	
	


														 							[i]	
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Reached	vs.	Unreached	
	


• Bible:	______________________________________________	
• Phone	or	iPod:	_______________________________________	
• Church:	_____________________________________________	
• Mirror:	______________________________________________	


The	difference	between	a	reached	and	unreached	person	is	their	access	to	the	gospel,	not	their	
willingness	to	believe.		
	
To	obey	Jesus’	command	to	“make	disciples	of	all	nations,”	we	will	need	to	go	where	the	unreached	
peoples	are.		
	
What	God’s	Word	Says	About	Unreached	Peoples	
	
John	3:16	
	
John	14:6	
	
Revelation	7:9	
	
Pray	in	Kid-Friendly	Ways		
	
Hang	a	world	map	in	your	home	or	classroom	and	let	it	be	central	to	your	prayer	times.	
	
For	younger	children:	
• Focus	on	continents	or	countries	of	the	world	where	many	unreached	people	live.	
• Choose	a	different	country	each	month.		
• Focus	on	a	different	aspect	of	culture	or	spiritual	needs	each	week.		
• Engage	children’s	five	senses	or	use	concrete	objects	and	actions	to	help	them	pray	for	others.	


For	older	children:	
• Focus	on	world	religions,	specific	unreached	peoples,	and	global	workers.		
• Introduce	different	religious	beliefs	and	practices	by	comparing	them	to	what	God’s	Word	says.		
• Pray	for	global	issues	and	current	events.	
• Keep	your	prayer	times	short	and	active.	
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Beliefs	of	Unreached	Peoples	
	
Animist	
	
	
	
	
	
Hindu	
	
	
	
	
	
Atheist	
	
	
	
	
	
Muslim	
	
	
	
	
Buddhist	
	
	
	
	
Our	Part		
	
Today	there	are	about	7,000	unreached	people	groups.	Back	in	1990,	there	were	12,000	unreached	
people	groups.[ii]		
In	the	past	25	years,	the	number	of	unreached	people	groups	has	been	cut	in	half.		
	
Think	about	the	next	25	years.		It	is	likely	that	our	children	may	be	part	of	the	generation	of	believers	
who	reaches	the	remaining	people	groups	with	the	gospel.	
	
What	does	the	decreasing	number	of	unreached	people	groups	mean	for	our	generation	of	children?		
	
	
	
In	missions	today,	God	is	using	the	entire	global	church!	Almost	half	of	the	world’s	largest	missionary	
sending	countries	today	are	located	in	places	other	than	North	America	and	Europe	–	countries	like	
Brazil,	India,	South	Korea,	Nigeria,	and	South	Africa.[i]	
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African,	Asian,	and	Latin	American	children	will	play	a	huge	role	in	finishing	the	task	of	reaching	the	
unreached	around	them.		
	
What	does	the	increasing	role	of	Christians	in	Africa,	Asia,	and	Latin	America	mean	for	our	
generation	of	children?		
	
	
	
Are	our	children	prepared	to	embrace	the	task?	Do	they	have	a	heart	to	reach	the	unreached?	
	


“If	tomorrow’s	world	of	unreached	people	were	waiting	for	MY	kids,		
would	MY	kids	have	a	heart	to	reach	them	based	on	what	I	am	giving	them?"		


	
	
Rescue	Activity	and	Prayer	
	
God	desires	to	rescue	unreached	peoples	from	darkness	and	bring	them	into	the	kingdom	of	His	Son	
(Colossians	1:13-14).	
	
Our	children	are	part	of	the	generation	of	believers	who	will	do	this.	
	
	
• Pray	for	the	unreached	people	group	on	your	prayer	card.	
• Pray	for	the	children	you	are	raising	and	discipling.	Pray	that	they	would	reflect	God’s	heart	and	


purposes.		


 
 


[i]		Joshua	Project	(joshuaproject.net).	
[ii]	Frontier	Ventures	(frontierventures.org).	
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