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Objectives:
· Introduce participants to an available resource they can use at church or at home
· Learn how to implement and use The Journey

Teaching Time: 60 minutes, 1 hour and 30 minutes with translation
Materials:
· The Journey (all lessons) for each participant
· 8-10 tennis balls (or something similar in size)
· masking tape
· empty plastic bottles (enough for each group to have 6)
· permanent markers
· Four world maps
· sticky note for each participant

Getting Ready:

1. For the prayer barriers activity, plan to have one station for every 6 to 10 participants. You will need 6 empty plastic bottles, 1 ball, and 1 permanent marker per station. 
2. If masking tape is available, place a small piece on the side of each bottle. Set up the bottles around the room where there is plenty of space for participants to roll the ball without interfering with another group’s station. Arrange the bottles to form a triangle, with three in the back row, two in the middle, and one in the front.
3. Hang the world maps on the walls around the room. Spread them out so large groups can gather around each one.
4. Pass out Lesson 7 of The Journey to participants before the session begins. You can decide when you will distribute the complete set of The Journey lessons to participants.
Introduction
We would like to introduce you to a resource you can use at home or at church.
This is just one tool you can use to get you started on teaching children about God’s heart for the world. 
It is called The Journey.
The Journey was created to go alongside a course called Perspectives on the World Christian Movement.
It is designed for parents to use with their family, but it can be adapted to use in a Sunday school classroom, as well. 
The Journey is being used in Russia, Ethiopia, and many other parts of the world!
The Journey consists of 15 lessons. 
It is a tool for giving children and families a beginning introduction to the big picture of God’s purpose, how He works through history, what culture is, and how God is strategically working through His church. 
Each lesson is built with the same components: (Point to each section on your handout as you overview the lesson.)
The introduction - a simple overview of the core concept being covered in that lesson. You can read it and use it to summarize or teach it in a child-friendly way.
Study it - a biblical account that exemplifies the core concept.
Experience it - two child-friendly activities that encourage learning through experience.
Discuss it - questions that will help bring application after doing the activities.
Map it - prayer time with a world map.
And a memory verse that reflects God’s purposes. 
As you use this lesson, feel free to adapt it however you need to for your setting and age groups. 
You could do the lesson all at one time, or spread out each lesson over a week or two. 
Using The Journey 
Let us do one lesson together to experience how you could use this tool. We will do Lesson 7. 
I will be the teacher. You will be my students. 
(Make a clear transition from being a trainer to pretending you are the teacher and that each participant is a child student in your class. Teach the way you would teach students, using animated voices and engaging them in fun ways.)
Good morning class! (Allow them to respond Good Morning.)
Today we are going to learn about some exciting things. Can anyone tell me who died on the cross and rose again to pay for the world’s sins? (Jesus)
Yes, that is right. Jesus! After Jesus ascended back to heaven, the good news about His salvation began to spread throughout the land. 
Many people heard about what Jesus did and chose to follow him. Today, all around the world, that same thing is happening in places like China, India, and Dubai. 
In fact, more people have made the decision to believe in and follow Jesus in the last 100 years than in all the years since Jesus was here on earth. That is a lot of people!
This is an exciting time in history for our family (or class) to be a part of. We are approaching the finish line God showed us in Revelation 7:9, a time when people from every culture will know Jesus and worship Him. 
Is that task complete yet? (No)
There are still many people groups who need to hear about the good news of Jesus. These groups of people are surrounded by many barriers that keep them from hearing about Jesus.
Before we explore what barriers today’s people face, let us take a look at what happened to Peter in Acts 10 and the barrier he faced. 
Can I have one reader and six people who will help me act out the story? (Gather volunteers. Assign actors the roles of Cornelius, Peter, the angel, Cornelius’ two servants, and the solider)
As the reader reads, listen for your part in the story and act it out. Our story first begins at Cornelius’ house. Can you please read Acts 10:1-8? (Have the reader read the passage. Instruct the actors to act out the story while it is being read. You may need to encourage them to get them acting.) 
This man Cornelius was a Gentile man. He was not part of the Jewish people. At this time, the Jewish believers were struggling to understand that the good news of Jesus was not only for them, but for the Gentile people, like Cornelius, as well. 
Let us find out what happens. Reader, can you please now read verses 9-22? (Repeat step of reading and acting).
While Cornelius’ men were on their way to find Peter, Peter went to his roof to pray. He fell asleep and had a dream. In the dream, God offered Peter foods to eat - food that, in the past, Peter and the Jewish people were not supposed to eat, but now God said, “This is acceptable.” This happened three times. Do you think God was preparing Peter to meet Cornelius? Let us see. 
Reader, can you now read verses 23-48? (Repeat step of reading and acting). 
Peter arrives and shares about Jesus with Cornelius and his family. Instantly, everyone there believes in Jesus. The Jewish people there with Peter were astonished! They did not think that the Gentiles could be saved. (Dismiss group of volunteers back to their seats.)
How did God prepare Peter to meet Cornelius? (Allow one participant to answer.)
What barriers did God eliminate? (Allow one participant to answer.)
How did the removal of these barriers result in people being saved? (Allow one participant to answer.)
Today, hundreds of years later, many barriers still exist that prevent people from hearing about Jesus as well as keeping believers from being able to go to them with the good news. 
These barriers could be things like government, language, poverty, religion, and many other things. 
We are going to play a game that will help us learn about how God brings down these barriers.
When I say go, I would like you to break up into groups of 9-10 people. You will each get six bottles like this. (Show a bottle.)
Using this marker, write on each bottle a different barrier you think keeps people from knowing about Jesus. Each bottle has a piece of tape on it for you to write on. 
When you are done, set up your bottles likes this. (Demonstrate setting them up in a triangle pattern.)
Then, take turns rolling this ball to knock the bottles over. This ball represents prayer. (Demonstrate rolling the ball.) 
(Allow groups to work through the activity. After about eight minutes, draw their attention back.) 
How many of you knocked down all the barriers with one roll? (Allow a show of hands.) How many of you needed to roll the ball several times before knocking them all down? (Allow a show of hands.)
When we pray, God begins to knock down and remove barriers to the gospel. Sometimes though, it takes more than just one prayer!
It takes ongoing prayer to remove all the barriers. We cannot give up. 
I would like you, in your groups, to talk about the Discuss It questions listed on your handout. I would like this side of the room (point left) to do question number 1, this section (point middle) to do question number 2, and the rest of you here (point right) to do question number 3. 
(Allow groups to work through the questions. After about five minutes, draw their attention back, and have two people from each question group give short answers. Return to seats.) 
Now we are moving into the Map It activity. I am passing around sticky notes. I would like each of you to take one and write down one barrier that prevents the gospel from spreading. 
When you have finished, stick your barrier note on one of the world maps hanging around the room. 
With the people around your map, pray for people groups who remain unreached because of these barriers. When you are finished, remove your notes from the map and praise God that He is able to remove these barriers. 
This week’s memory verse is Revelation 7:9. Let us stand together and read it in unison, each in his or her heart language. 
After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. (Revelation 7:9)
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